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WELCOME TO THE SUMMER
2019 PROGRAM NEWSLETTER!
This Summer, our DVUSD high school and middle school
students signed up for 1,300 courses! 118 of our online
courses made, which is huge!
 
This fully accredited (AdvancED and NCAA) Arizona Online
Instruction (AOI) program is so successful because we provide
fun, �exible, and interactive online courses for our learners led
by #extraordinary DVUSD teachers.  
 
The purpose of this Inside Online newsletter is to keep you up-to-date on some of the exciting
things that are happening in the Deer Valley Online Learning Program. If you missed the last
newsletter, click here.
 
Check out the full course catalog! Registration for fall opens July 29th.  
 
Read on to explore our Summer 2019 Inside Online newsletter! Our lead online teacher, Mrs.
Katie Parrott, worked with our entire teaching staff to make this newsletter happen! Thank you
all!
 
Kindest Regards,
Kristy L. Hirschberg, Ph.D. 
Director of Instructional Technology & Innovative Programs
Deer Valley Uni�ed School District
@DrK_Hirschberg
 
Questions? Email online@dvusd.org or go to https://www.dvusd.org/online

WHAT OUR ONLINE STUDENTS SAY...

https://www.smore.com/82kjh
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CRYSTAL, FULL-TIME ONLINE
I have taken plenty of online courses through the Deer Valley
Online Learning Program and have had a great experience doing
so. During my time as an online student I have taken: Financial
Math, English 8, Sociology, Az/Am Government, and Law in
Society. There were some tough times, but I had to persevere
through. My online teachers were very supportive and were
there to help me if I needed extra help. I am happy I went
through Deer Valley Online Learning Program to �nish my senior
year because it was a much more pleasant experience having a
�exible schedule than being in a classroom all day and always
being able to contact my teachers and get additional support.

ABBY, BOULDER CREEK
I’m so glad that I decided to take World History online this
Summer. Yes, during the 6 weeks, I did struggle a little bit, but I
worked hard and pulled through. Online learning teaches you
how to push yourself, even when you don’t necessarily want to
do the work. Doing this online class was so worth it, because
know I have a free period during the year, and now I get to take
choir. I promise it may seem hard at the moment, but if you
push through and work hard, it will get easier. Your teacher is
always on your side, and willing to help. 

KAIDYN, MOUNTAIN RIDGE
The DVUSD Summer Online program has helped me
tremendously with my goal of graduating an entire year early! I
just �nished my sophomore year at Mountain Ridge High
School and instead of returning in the fall as a Junior and
graduating in the year of 2021, I will be returning in the fall for
my �nal year in high school!! Although taking 6 online classes
(36 weeks of material per class in 6 weeks!) while participating
pom functions as well as working 2 jobs was one of the
hardest things that I have ever done; it taught me time
management and the value of hard work. I am and was
completely and utterly determined. Most days even resulted in
restless nights of staying up till 4-5 in the morning doing
school work after an 8 hour work shift just so I wouldn’t get
behind. Some people called me crazy but, now I’m graduating
early and have learned so much about time management and
work ethic. Thank you Deer Valley Uni�ed School District for
making my goal possible!
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KINSEY
Freshman at MRHS
Course(s): Health and Fitness
Center
 
This course was able to
motivate me to workout more
and create better habits.

ALEX
Senior at MRHS
Course: Prob and Stats
 
I was able to accept a job
opportunity for my senior year
for a construction company. By
taking my class over the
summer, I was able to free up
my schedule.

MCKENNA
Freshman at SDOHS
Course(s): Health and Fitness
Center
 
I was able to complete my
courses on my own time and
with a �exible schedule.

HARRISON
Junior at SDOHS
Course: Geometry
 
My favorite part was that the
teacher was always there for
me, always knew what was
going on and answered all of
my questions!

ISYBELLA
Sophomore at BCHS
Course: World History
 
The teacher was amazing. She
was super nice and always
responded quickly. I also liked
the discussion boards and
being able to see peer
responses.

ANDRE
Freshman at DVHS
Course(s): Health and Fitness
Center
 
These courses were a new
experience for me. It was a lot
of work, but I was able to get
two electives out of the way.

MY FAVORITE PART OF TAKING AN ONLINE
COURSE WAS...
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FITNESS CENTER

Here are more student responses to the question, "What was the best part about taking an
online course?"

CHECK OUT THESE STUDENT PROJECTS

https://padlet.com/katie_parrott/dvonlinesum19


WORLD HISTORY 1 HONORS

https://youtu.be/3sEfpLL0NfM

Here is an example of Kaitlyn Rich's performance task #4 in which they had to create a
chart/graph of their pre/post �tnessgram testing scores with comparison and write a
re�ection for each test. They also had their weekly workout which was 2 days of a circuit
training workout and 3 days of workouts they created themselves which could have been a
cardiovascular, strength training and/or �exibility workout. They had to add accountability
which would be pictures and/or video of them completing their �tnessgram testing and
workouts. Kaitlyn's performance task was amazing with great detail and I loved her time lapse
video! - Coach Potts, Fitness Center
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ONLINE MATH

https://youtu.be/XVSHIdaiCcU

In World History 1 Honors students were asked for their unit performance task to create a
Crash Course video of their own telling the history of Evolutionary theory. They were to
include ideas from DNA up through discoveries made by famous scientists like Rosalind
Franklin and Francis Crick. Students were encouraged to have fun, be creative, and use any
props they thought would make this video feel like a Crash Course. -Mrs. Lindenmeier, History
Teacher



ALGEBRA
APPS 1
Students in Algebra
Applications look at how key
mathematical principles and
theories are applicable to real
life as well as drawing
conclusions about its' purpose.

ALGEBRA
APPS 2
We utilize Desmos to
demonstrate absolute value
graphs and create fun parks!

ALGEBRA 4
How cool is this Unit Circle art
project a student created in
Algebra 4!? Students are able to
express themselves creatively
through math.

FINANCIAL MATH
Abby manages money with the bean game through Next Gen Personal Finance in our online
Financial Math course. There is never enough money for all of the things we would like to do
so this game helps Students make important choices! - Mrs. Parrott, Math Teacher
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2D DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY

I did the portraits during an action assignment. I used the burst photo feature to quickly take a
series of pictures while my sister spun in a circle. By taking this photo with high shutter speed,
I was able to capture the spin with a sharp photo. -Online Student 



I used the rule of thirds in this photograph taken at the Pedestrian Bridge over the 101. I placed
emphasis on the beams of the arch by lining them with the two imaginary vertical lines on the
outer thirds. By doing this, the picture became more dramatic and focused on the staggering
height of this urban construction. I also felt that black and white best suited this picture due to
the shading it brings. - Aidan, Online Student



I did the picture capture with
the same object repeated many
times. I had 3 boxes of color
pencils spread out over sheets
of white paper. I tried the photo
with the lights on and off, I liked
the photo with the lights off. -
Joseph, SDOHS

I used the up close in focus
challenge for week �ve! -
Haleigh, Full-time online

For Week two I captured a
single type of object repeated
many times. In order to capture
these puffy �ower-like objects,
I used higher aperture settings
to lower my depth so as to blur
out the rest. -Aidan, MRHS

ADVANCED STUDY SKILLS

MEDICAL SCIENCE

Students in Advanced Study Skills created a user manual for themselves that includes the
information they studied so far in the course and how it relates to their personal learning
style. -Mrs. Laningham, English Teacher
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

-Mrs. Radnich, Science Teacher



PRE AND POST TESTING FOR FITNESS CENTER

WORLD HISTORY HONORS AND GIFTED

In ELA 5, students were exploring many essential questions on morality. How do we evaluate
what is right versus what is wrong? Do good people do bad things? If you are a good person, is
it right to assume that nothing bad will happen to you? Is life fair? Check out this student
sample! As a �nal performance task, students were asked to create a presentation that
answered these essential questions using at least three of the articles read in this unit, citing
these articles, and creating a works cited page. - Mrs. Harding, English Teacher

ONLINE COURSE PREVIEWS
Select here for all of our course offerings! We offer courses in CTE, Electives, English
Language Arts, Fine Arts, Mathematics, Physical Education/Health, Science, Social Studies
and more!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iCNdIHfCl0
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ONLINE LEARNING LAB!

Students meet with Coach
Keppner for bagels and
checking in!

Mrs. Parrott worked with
students at Elevate Coffee
Company to review key
concepts and answer
questions.

Students attend the online
learning lab for Mr. Dugan's
study session to prepare for
�nals.

CPR CERTIFICATION IN ONLINE HEALTH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M6_gyGOESmA
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MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER SCHOOL BLENDED
CREDIT RECOVERY - PARENT FEEDBACK

Through our online heatlh course, students had the opportunity to receive CPR training. Over
40 students became CPR certi�ed this summer. This certi�cation is good for up to three years.
Thank you Coach Riegle for providing this opportunity for your students.

https://s.smore.com/u/1a6be63e85706ae5e923af6877ea6c87.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/dc3c2b88948e50070a9c59e295bfbb02.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/661df31f3e806a245a649519b6e98777.jpg


"I would like to thank you from
the bottom of my heart. Noah
always spoke very positively
about you and appreciates you
very much. He has struggled a
lot and it has become
increasingly hard for him to
focus at school, sometimes,
even going to sleep is a
challenge. I can’t even begin to
describe how thankful I am for
your time and your investment
into my sons life."

“I am so proud of him! The
stress and hard work paid off. I
told him that he needed to take
notes, because he would need
them to refer back to. I want to
THANK YOU for everything!”
 
“Thank you so much for your
help this past month! Jacob
(and I!) learned so much!” 

"I am so happy to hear Shannon
passed. This is wonderful
news....the best news we have
heard for awhile. Shannon was
so happy when I picked him up
a few minutes ago. He took
pictures of his recovery
certi�cates and sent them to
his grandparents. :)
Thank you again for all your
guidance through the program,
we really appreciate you!!"

THANK YOU MR. BOWMAN &
TEAM!
"I would like to recognize and thank Mr. Bowman for his
extraordinary support and work with a Norterra Canyon student
who needed a personalized plan to accomplish a required
Social Studies Summer School course in one week. Mr.
Bowman worked closely with all of the adults involved but more
importantly, spent signi�cant time with the student to ensure
she knew the expectations, had the time to complete
assignments, and allowed accommodations in the course so
she could complete module assessment verbally. Mr. Bowman
showed the core values of being student driven and modeling excellence when thinking
outside the box to make the impossible possible for this student. I sincerely appreciate Mr.

THANK YOU MRS. JOHNSON & TEAM!
"Mrs. Johnson, I wanted to be able to shake your hand and thank you in person for everything
you've done for my son James over the last month. As it is, it will probably be a while before
we see each other again. So from the bottom of my heart. Thank you!!! Without yourself and
the other teachers being willing and able to teach these middle school summer school
courses these kids as well as James would have been held back. Myself, personally, I never
want him to know what that's like having personally been held back a grade when I was
younger. So once again THANK YOU!!!!"
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Bowman as an accomplished educator and also as a caring adult for this student." -Campus
Admin

SUMMER 2019 FINALS!

PSYCHOLOGY IN-PERSON PRESENTATIONS
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WHAT OUR STUDENTS SAY ABOUT THEIR ONLINE
TEACHERS!

Psychology Culminating Project and Final Exam: The project was the Personality Project in
which students took a variety of personality tests to learn about themselves from different
perspectives. They then had to aggregate the information into a visual format and explain their
results. - Mrs. Daniels, Psychology Teacher
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MRS. LINDENMEIER ON
TEACHING FULL-TIME ONLINE!
I will never forget the �rst time I stepped foot in the classroom
where I would student teach. I remember a full panic and
thinking, “I have trained for this for three years of my life, but
what if I simply do not like teaching?” Nevertheless, I took that
brave step forward into the teaching world and when I did so, I
learned three integral truths about myself: my passion is
education, I love my students, and those two things will never change.
 
Fast-forward eight years and somehow I was already going into my ninth year teaching. That
might sound completely normal except for the fact that this year, I would be teaching many
Social Studies subjects in my �rst full-time online job with the Deer Valley Online Learning
Program. I had been with the program for nearly three years part-time by this point, so I was
not new to the online world and I was excited! However, the same thought from my time
student teaching popped back into my head. I was so nervous about making those

Here are more student responses giving shout-outs to the online summer team!
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connections with my students online that I had so easily made in-person and I worried that I
would miss my classroom environment. 
 
As with student teaching, it was a fear unfounded. I am still someone who puts my students
and their needs �rst. I am constantly meeting with students for tutoring and working in the
Online Learning Labs at BCHS and BGHS and I even meet students on their home campuses
when they need some additional in-person support. I love that I am now a part of our District
Curriculum team and that I get to learn so much more about our school district and help affect
positive change. I now get to be a teacher to not just one high school campus, but to all �ve
campuses and to our full-time online kids. I build a positive learning environment just as I did
in the classroom, but it just looks a little different. I get to help make second chances or third
chances successful for students. I get to work with competitive athletes, amazing performing
arts kids, and students who just need an online class to help with their busy schedules. I get
to laugh with kids and I get to be there for them whether that is through a Canvas message or
a tutoring session or a personalized video lesson. 
 
Do I miss the classroom? Of course! However, I now have the distinct privilege to serve
students throughout our district, I have opportunities to grow professionally, and I help lead
our amazing online program in continual and transformational growth. I love this job and am
excited for my second year teaching full-time Social Studies! I could not ask for better staff,
parents, and students in this program and I cannot wait to see what the next year holds for the
Deer Valley Online Learning Program.

SOME OF OUR ONLINE STAFF ATTENDED
INSTCON 2019 IN LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA!



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER FOR THE FALL
AND NEXT SPRING!



DID YOU KNOW THERE IS A PARENT
ORIENTATION COURSE?



This spring our son struggled in his Algebra 2 class. Frankly we
were very surprised because although he has fairly severe ADD
he has never had trouble with math as long as he gets extra
time for assignments and exams, so we were unprepared.
 
All this being said, he has had a wonderful experience making
up the class as an online student this summer. We are surprised
to report how learning math at home with no distractions
(except from his beloved dog) has allowed him to focus. Mrs.
Parrott has been a fantastic online teacher, providing both math expertise and quick answers
to Aidan of course, but also useful advice to us, the parents.
 
We were so overwhelmed with his having failed the class initially that we were initially too
involved in helping him. Mrs. Parrott kindly pointed out that he had the opportunity to advocate
for his learning this summer term. Following her advice and letting Aidan ask his own
questions helped him take responsibility for his own learning and we think has really helped
him succeed.
 
Thank you Deer Valley Online Learning Program!
The Heesy's

FOLLOW @DVONLINEPROGRAM ON TWITTER!FOLLOW @DVONLINEPROGRAM ON TWITTER!

PARENT TESTIMONIAL

https://twitter.com/DVOnlineProgram
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